Chapter 1

SIMCOE’S LEGACY

There is little or nothing to tell of the history of the Trinity-Bellwoods area prior to Simcoe’s
arrival in 1793. Any archaeological finds, or other clues, which could reveal how this land was
used prior to Simcoe’s arrival, have obliterated by urbanization. The Humber river was as a
trading route, and it was here that a French fort (trading post) and several Indian villages could
be found. Toronto Harbour and Don River appears to have been largely deserted except for the
occasional hunter. Garrison Creek meandered quietly through a Beech and Oak forest down to
Lake Ontario.
John Graves Simcoe had an enormous impact on the built form of our community; far out of
proportion to the few brief years he that served as Lieutenant Governor. What distinguishes
Simcoe is that he arrived in Upper Canada with a plan of how the new colony should be
organized.i
After their defeat in the American War of Independence, the British government tried to analyse
what went wrong. Simcoe, with his extensive experience in the Americas, was among the group
of generals and ministers who discussed this question deep into the night at their St. James’
street clubs. From these discussions Simcoe developed a theory about how colonization should
be done. Simcoe lobbied to be appointed as the Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada because
he wanted to put his theories into practice.
Simcoe believed that one of the reasons for the loss of the thirteen colonies was the lack of a
loyal aristocracy to provide the leadership needed to keep the colonies British. Part of his plan
was to create an aristocracy in Upper Canada. However, an aristocracy requires land. The
British government had a policy of giving 200 acres of land to settlers, but Simcoe expanded on
this policy by giving thousands of acres to men who he believed had the potential of forming the
new aristocracy in Upper Canada. His success can be seen in the emergence of the family
compact. But there was another aspect of Simcoe’s land policy which was to have a greater
impact on Toronto. It was the creation of 100 acre Park Lots running from Queen to Bloor street
between Dufferin and the Don river. Senior officials in Simcoe’s government were given the
Park Lots, on which they built country houses close to town. The Park Lots were long and
narrow, running from Queen street (originally called Lot street because the lots started at this
street) to Bloor street, a distance of a mile and a quarter. But they were only 660 feet wide. The
Park Lots are the underlying grid on which the development of Toronto occurred in later years.

Another part of Simcoe’s plan was building military roads, and settling discharged soldiers near
important towns. Simcoe was a classical scholar, and the Roman conquest of Britain provided
the model he used in Upper Canada. The Romans were great road builders, and central to
Simcoe’s vision were the construction of Yonge and Dundas streets to provide safe effective
communication to all parts of the province. Like Roman roads, Yonge and Dundas streets are
straight and disregard the local topography. They go over rivers and hills without any attempt to
find the easiest route. The Roman army was much more than a military force; it acted as a
department of public works, building roads, bridges, and mills. The Roman army also made
their own bricks, and farmed the land around their forts. When discharged from the army,
Roman soldiers were given 100 acres of land to farm. Simcoe wanted to follow a similar model
in Upper Canada. He wanted the retired soldiers to stay in Canada as farmers, forming the basis
of a trained militia, as well as providing settlers for the colony.
Shortly after his appointment as Lieutenant Governor, Simcoe proposed that a special military
unit be raised for service in Upper Canada. The soldiers would have several roles: defence of the
colony, road building, and land clearance. Simcoe suggested that the soldiers spend two days a
week on military manoeuvres, two days a week on public works, and two days a week for ‘their
private advantage’. Simcoe envisioned a system where the soldiers would clear land or build
buildings which would be sold to supplement their wages as well as stimulating development.
The idea of using soldiers to develop infrastructure was unprecedented in 1790, and Simcoe had
a major problem selling the idea to the British government.

In August 29, 1791, after extensive lobbing, Simcoe’s proposal was approved. He was
authorized to raise a Corps of Infantry who would assist with the construction of public
buildings, bridges and roads in Upper Canada as well as defending the new colony. This
regiment was called the Queen’s Rangers, the name of the regiment he led during the American
Revolutionary War. He wanted soldiers who would remain Upper Canada when they were
discharged, so he recruited loyalists who were living in British North America. Many of the
soldiers who served with him in the old Queen’s Rangers had received land in New Brunswick,
and it was from among these former Rangers that he choose most of his officers.
Finally Simcoe wanted military
installations in Upper Canada to
be located outside the towns.
During the American Revolution,
the British soldiers were often at a
disadvantage because houses and
other buildings were built close to
the forts. Simcoe resolved that
this would not happen in Upper
Canada and he established a
Military or Ordnance Reserve
around Fort York to provide a
clear line of fire for the fort’s
guns.
Simcoe’s vision may have been
too ambitious, but his ideas had an
enormous impact on the TrinityBellwoods neighbourhood and
how it evolved during the next
hundred years.

Chapter 2

THE FIRST SETTLERS
1800 - 1820

The history of the Trinity-Bellwoods neighbourhood begins with the construction of Dundas
street. The Dundas street we know today only came into being in 1917 when a number of
different roads were connected to create a continuous street from Ossington to Kingston road.
Before then, Dundas street started at the Queen Street Mental Health Centre and ran north along
Ossington to the present Dundas street where it turned and headed northwest.
Dundas street was one of the strategic
military roads planned by Governor
Simcoe. In 1793-94 the Queen’s
Rangers built Dundas street from the
Head of the Lake (Dundas) to London.
In 1795, they built the section from
Dundas to the Humber river, including
the bridge over the Humber.ii Relations
with the United States deteriorated after
the Battle of Fallen Timbers, and in
1796 the soldiers were required for
military duties and work on the road
was abandoned.iii The last stretch, from
the Humber river to the town of York,
was not finished until 1799/1800 when
Asa Danforth, an American who built
Kingston Road, was given the contract.iv
His contract also included the
construction of Lot street (Queen) from
Yonge to Ossington.v The portion of
Dundas street built by the Queen’s Rangers is straight as an arrow, but the section through
Toronto curves and follows the natural contour of the land. Danforth was not trying to imitate
the Romans; he wanted to build the easiest route, and he was paid by the mile.
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Before the opening of Dundas street, the
Trinity-Bellwoods area was reached by
canoe along Garrison Creek or on a foot
path through the woods. Dundas street
provided ‘road’ access, although it was
many years before the stumps were
removed and the swampy ground drained.vi
Between Argyle and Foxley, Dundas street
went through a cedar swamp, and a
corduroy road made with logs laid across
the roadway was built to make the road
passable. The opening of Dundas street
allowed the area’s land owners to start
clearing the forest and building farms.
However it was still rough going. In his
memoirs, R.L. Denison described the
conditions. “In 1821, Lot street, (now
Queen), was full of logs and stumps, and
all south was dense forest to the lake,
almost without sight of water until you got
to the ‘dugway’, so called because the
settlers cut through the steep clay bank to
make passage for teams &c. to the lake
beach, on which they drove nearly all the
way to Oakville....Lot street ...was the muddiest swamp hole in the world; during spring and fall
the farmer’s teams were constantly sticking fast in the mud.”vii

Aeneas Shaw and Oakhill
The first farm in the area was built by Aeneas Shaw, a Scotsman, who served with Simcoe
during the American Revolutionary War. Shaw emigrated to Staten Island in 1770, and joined
the Queen’s Rangers as an ensign shortly after the outbreak of the revolution. He ended the war
as a captain. After the war he was given land in New Brunswick, and became a farmer on the
Nashwaak River. He rejoined his old regiment in Quebec City in March 1792, travelling all the
way on snowshoes in the dead of winter.viii
Shaw was among Simcoe’s most trusted officers. He led the first contingent of the Queen’s
Rangers to Upper Canada, and in July 1793 he cleared the site of York in preparation for the
arrival of Governor Simcoeix. He was the first of Simcoe’s officers to move his family to the
new capital. Simcoe appointed him to the executive council (similar to the cabinet) in 1794, and
until 1799 he spent most of his time on civil administration, rather than military matters. He
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remained an active member of the council until he retired in
1803.x
Governor Simcoe gave Aeneas Shaw Park Lot 23xi. In 1799,
just after Dundas street was completed, Aeneas Shaw built a
log cabin on a low hill just north of the Creek.xii From a
surviving photograph, we know that his first house was a
simple affair, probably only 15 feet by 25 feet. Shaw named
the house ‘Oakhill’ after his ancestral home in Scotland.
In 1799, Aeneas Shaw returned to military duties as
commandant of the Queen’s Rangersxiii, and lived in the
commandant’s house on the east side of Garrison Creek across
from Fort York and next to Government House (the
Governor’s residence).xiv The commandant’s house was
known as Lambeth Palace and it was one of the largest and
most comfortable houses in town.xv The Duke of Kent, Queen
Victoria’s father, stayed with Aeneas Shaw when he visited
Toronto in 1799, and if the popular stories are correct, the
Duke visited and stayed overnight at Oakhill.xvi
When the Queen’s Rangers were disbanded in 1802, Aeneas
Shaw retired on half-pay as a lieutenant-colonel. He built a
large farmhouse at Oakhill, and moved there with his family.
The farm at Oakhill was a very busy place. The Shaw
household, with ten children and three servants, was the largest in York County.xvii His
daughter, Sophia, was engaged to be married to Major General Isaac Brock who was posted to
York in the summer of 1810.xviii In later years many of Toronto’s leading families claimed
descent from Aeneas Shaw through one of his numerous children.xix
In December 1807, fear of war with the United States prompted the government to reorganize
the militia. Aeneas Shaw, with the rank of colonel, was given the responsibility to train the
volunteers who would play a major role in the defence of Upper Canada. He was promoted
major-general in 1811, and given command of the militia. Aeneas Shaw was the only general
who actually lived in Canada at this time, all the others were British officers who returned to
England when their tour of duty was completed.
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Although the militia may have been ready for the war of 1812, Aeneas Shaw was old and sick by
the time the war started. His participation in the Battle of York was far from glorious. Shaw and
a small company of militia were responsible for defending the ‘back road’ (Queen street) that led
to York from the west. On the morning of April 27, 1813, the Glengarry Light Infantry, who
were guarding the bridge over the Don River, were sent to attack the Americans who were
landing just west of Fort York. The Glengarries could not go along the lake because they would
come under fire from the American ships, so they were sent along Queen street. When they
arrived at Garrison Creek, Aeneas Shaw ordered the Glengarries to stay with him and reinforce
his defences. The failure of the Glengarries to arrive meant that British soldiers were unable to
oppose the American landing in force, allowing the Americans to gain a secure beachhead at
little cost. Moreover, the Glengarries were one of the few companies of professional soldiers in
York; ordering them to defend the back road seriously weakened Fort York’s garrison and
reduced the British army’s ability to successfully defend the fort and town.xx Shaw avoided
capture by the Americans, and continued as commander of the militia until the end of the war.
He died on February 15, 1815.
Captain Alexander Shaw, Aeneas Shaw’s eldest son, inherited Oakhill, and lived there until his

death on January 12, 1834. The house then passed to Captain George Shaw, Alexander Shaw’s
son who in turn left the house to his son George Alexander Shaw. In 1855, George Alexander
Shaw was declared a lunatic, and in 1864, the Trust and Loan Company, who used Sir John A.
Macdonald as their lawyer,xxi foreclosed and took possession of Oakhill. They sold the estate the
following year to John Crawford (see page xxx). For the next twenty years the Shaw family
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tried (unsuccessfully) to get their ancestral home returned.xxii They fought an extended court
battle that did not end until June 1883.
All traces of Oakhill have vanished,xxiii but its original location was in the backyards of 267 to
281 Crawford street. The barn was in the middle of the lot, between 293 and 294 Crawford
streetxxiv. The Ontario Industrial Loan and Investment Company demolished Oakhill in 1883 to
make way for the development of Crawford street xxv(see page xxx).

James Givins and Pine Grove
James Givins purchased Park Lot 23, to the west of Oakhill, in 1802xxvi. Givins was probably
born in Ireland about 1759, and emigrated to America when he was sixteenxxvii. He settled at
Detroit where he worked as a fur trader. During this time he learned several native languages, a
skill that would prove very useful in his later career. He fought on the British side during the
American Revolution, and was captured at Vincennes, Indiana, in 1779. He spent the next two
years as a prisoner of war.
After his release he went to England where he met Lord Amherst, the former commander-inchief of the British forces in North America who recommended him for a commission in the
reorganized Queen’s Rangersxxviii. In November 1791, he joined Simcoe in Quebec City with the
rank of ensign. During the next ten years he served as an interpreter for Simcoe and his
successors in their dealings with the First Nations. In the fall of 1793, he accompanied Simcoe
on an overland trip from York to Lake Huron looking for the best route for Yonge street. In June
1797, he was appointed the assistant superintendent of Indian Affairs, responsible for
distributing presents and keeping the government informed about “Indian dispositions,
movements and intentions.” His main responsibility was to prevent Joseph Brant expanding the
Six Nations alliance to include
the Mississauga who were living
in the York Region. The
Indians named Givins
“wolf.”xxix
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Shortly after purchasing Park Lot
23, he built a large home for his
family that he called Pine Grove.
The house was at the north end of
Givins Street, approximately where
28 Halton stands today. It was a
large log building designed and
built by William Berczy, who was
responsible for many buildings in
Muddy York.xxx Eric Arthur noted
that the front of the house had a
typical Georgian design with two
windows on each side of the
central door. However the back of the house was “more picturesque than other houses built in
York during the first quarter of the nineteenth century.” Picturesque architecture used
asymmetrical massing to give interest to a building. It was popular in England at this time but
was rarely used in British North America where symmetrical facades were the norm until 1860.
The design of Pine Grove was innovative for York and Canada at this time.xxxi

James Givins continued to work for the Indian Department after the Queen’s Rangers were
disbanded in 1802. With the outbreak of war with the Americans, Givins was appointed
provincial aide-de-camp to General Brock with the rank of majorxxxii. He accompanied Brock to
Detroit and Queenston Heights where he was in command of the Native forces. He had a
significant role in the defence of York where the Indians under his command opposed the
American landing and inflicted serious casualties on the enemy. His home, which was close
enough to the battle to be used as a field hospital, was looted and almost destroyed by the
Americans, who had an intense dislike of Indians. Despite the intervention of John Strachan, the
American commander, General Dearborn, claimed he could not stop his men looting the home of
anyone “...connected with the Indians.”.xxxiii Givins’ wife, Angelique, was nearly shot trying to
prevent the looting. After the battle she requested £388 compensation (an enormous sum)
because the Americans had done so much damage. Among other things, they stole most of the
clothes belonging to herself and her seven children.xxxiv The Americans did not loot any other
homes in York to the same extent; they had targeted Givins because of his association with the
First Nations.
After the war, Givins continued to work for the Indian Department. He was appointed the first
Chief Superintendent of Indian Affairs for Upper Canada in 1830 when the Upper and Lower
Canadian sections of the Indian Department were separated.xxxv For his time, Givins was an
enlightened administrator who wanted to integrate the First Nations into European civilization.
The ‘model village’ he developed for the Mississauga Indians on the Credit River was so
successful that it was used as the prototype for the reserve system.
James Givins retired from the Indian Department in 1837, and died in 1846. His farm was
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subdivided and sold; only the block bounded by Shaw, Halton, Dundas and Ossington, which
contained Pine Grove, was kept by the family.xxxvi In 1881, his daughter Miss. Cecil Givins sold
Pine Grove to a group of investors,xxxvii but retained a life interest in the house and continued to
live in it until her death in 1890.xxxviii The developer intended to tear down Pine Grove and
connect Givins street with Roxton Road.xxxix However in 1891, William Levack, a wealthy meat
packer living on Givins street, bought the lot, demolished Pine Grove and built 28 Halton in
1892.
Today 28 Halton seems out of place, an enormous house in the midst of a neighbourhood of
modest homes, but in 1885 it was one of eight large mansions in the area between Lippencott,
Bloor, Dufferin and Queen. The other mansions were Gore Vale, Dovercourt at the north end of
Lakeview, Hayden Park at the southwest corner of Dovercourt and St. Anns Road, Rusholme on
Rusholme Road, Foxley Grove on the east side of Dovercourt, south of Dundas, The Hall on
Bathurst, south of Dundas, and The Willows on the site of the Toronto Western Hospital.xl Of
these eight stately homes only 28 Halton remains; the rest have been torn down and redeveloped
as schools, hospitals or parks. 28 Halton stands as a reminder of the time when there was an
aristocracy in Toronto living in estates dotted around the city.

The Queen Street Blockhouse
When the War of 1812 started, the only buildings in the Trinity-Bellwoods area were the farms
at Oakhill and Pine Grove.
After the brief occupation of York by
the Americans in 1813, the British
army rebuilt and improved the town’s
fortifications. One of the
improvements was the construction of
a blockhouse on the east bank of
Garrison Creek to guard the main
road from the west and the rear
approaches to the fort. Today the
original location of the blockhouse is
impossible to pinpoint, but it was on
the north side of Queen street close to
the intersection with Bellwoods
avenue.xli
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The Queen Street Blockhouse was similar in
design to the two surviving blockhouses at
Fort York. The biggest difference was that
the Queen Street Blockhouse had an open
second storey gun deck with two cannons.
Much heavier timbers were used to support
the weight and recoil of the cannons. A
palisade and a ditch surrounded the
blockhouse to improve its defensibility.xlii
By 1817 the Queen Street Blockhouse was
considered unnecessary; after all, it could be
rebuilt if needed, and the decision was made
to dismantle it and sell the good quality Oak
and Pine of which it was built. The lumber
was sold at public auction in the spring of
1818.xliii However it is possible that some of
the lumber was used to build the first bridge
across Garrison Creek in 1819 or 1820.
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Chapter 3

RURAL SECLUSION
1820 - 1850

Today we think about Trinity-Bellwoods as being near the centre of the City, but before 1850 it
was in the middle of the countryside. In 1821, the town of York had a population of only 1,559.
During the next thirty years the population increased to 30,777xliv. Outlying areas like TrinityBellwoods were too far from town to be needed for housing and continued to be farm land.
When the city of Toronto was incorporated in 1834, the boundaries were established at Bathurst
on the west, the Don River on the east and a line 400 yards north of Lot street (Queen) as the
northern boundary. Beyond the City limits were the Liberties which extended to Dufferin on the
west and Bloor on the north. The Liberties were taxed at a lower rate than the city proper, in
recognition that they were primarily farm land.

The Military Reserve
When Governor Simcoe established Fort York he set aside all the land south of Queen street,
between Jarvis and Roncesvalles, as a Military Reserve. This land was to be kept free of
buildings so that the guns at the fort would have a good line of fire against any approaching
enemy. In 1799, Peter Russell, the Administrator of Upper Canada when the Governor Simcoe
was away, reduced the size of the reserve by moving the western boundary of the town to Peter
street, which he named after himself. In 1812, General Isaac Brock granted the portion of the
reserve west of Dufferin street to his cousin and secretary, James Brock.xlv
Known by several names including the Ordnance Reserve and the Garrison Common, the area
bounded by Peter, Queen and Dufferin was owned by the British Army. By 1820 Fort York was
not large enough to contain all the buildings needed by the army. A large barracks was built at
the south-east corner of Queen and Bathurst, and a bakehouse, a hospital and stables were built
elsewhere in the reserve. Land was also leased out to various individuals and officials.
The Indian Department leased 8½ acres on the south side of Queen street opposite Givins street.
The Department built a number of buildings on this land, including a forge to make and repair
iron implements for use by the First Nations.xlvi In his memoirs R.L. Denison recalled that in
1821 “I went to school in a log house just where the Asylum Lodge now stands. [On the south
side of Queen, just west of Shaw street.] At this time there was a little village of two or three
cottages, an Indian blacksmith’s shop, an interpreter’s cottage and the school. The Indian
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settlement at this place was across Lot street from Park Lot No. 24, the property of Colonel
James Givins, the superintendent of Indian affairs at that time.”xlvii Native Canadians, when they
came to Toronto to trade or for other business, camped on this property during their stay.
By the early 1820’s the wooden buildings in Fort York were falling down. The British army
wanted a bigger fort, and in 1833 plans were drawn up to build a new fort a mile west of Fort
York, on what is now the CNE grounds. The British government agreed that a new fort was
needed, but refused to pay for it. To finance the construction of the new fort, the British Army
subdivided the Military Reserve east of Garrison Creek into building lots which were sold by
auction in 1836 and 1837, but it was not until 1840 that construction started on the new fort. All
that survives of the new fort is the Stanley Barracks.
In 1845, a 50 acre parcel of land on the south side of Queen street was set aside for the
Provincial Lunatic Asylum, which opened in 1849. The remaining land in the Military Reserve
west of Garrison Creek continued to be owned by the British Army until 1856 when ownership
was transferred to the Province of Canada.

The Garrison Creek Breweries
The Farr Brewery
In October 1820, John
Farr,xlviii who had arrived
in York three years
earlier, leased on 2½
acres of land in the
Military Reserve for a
brewery.xlix Writing in
1873, Henry Scadding
described John Farr as a
“... north of England man
in aspect as well as
staidness and shrewdness
of character. His spare
form and slightly crippled
gait were everywhere
familiarly recognized.”l
The brewery was on the
li
south side of Queen street, just west of Garrison Creek. South of Queen street, the creek
followed the line of Walnut street, and the exact location of the brewery can be determined
because the block of stores at 875-895 Queen street was built on the foundations of the brewery.
Farr’s brewery was at the bottom of the ravine, right beside the creek. It was a long, two-storey
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structure built of hewn logs, that was later cased with bricks. Queen street crossed the creek on a
small bridge at the bottom of the ravine. However by 1861, when streetcar service was
introduced, a ‘high-level’ bridge was built from one side of the ravine to the otherlii. Originally
the main entrance to the brewery was at ground level, but once the bridge was built the brewery
was entered by way of a walkway directly from the bridge to the second floor.liii
When John Farr retired in 1858, he leased the eastern 1¼ acres, including the brewery to John
Wallis and John Moss. John Moss was the father of Thomas Moss and Sir Charles Moss.
Thomas Moss was the M.P. for Toronto West between 1873 and 1875,liv and each of John Moss’
sons were, in turn, the chief justice of Ontario. Both married daughters of Robert Baldwin
Sullivan, the mayor of Toronto in 1835 and a first cousin of Robert Baldwin, the prime minister
from 1842 to 1843, and from 1848 to 1851. Wallis and Moss changed the name to the West
Toronto Brewery.
In 1870, John Cornell jr. became a partner, and by 1872 he was the sole proprietor of the
brewery. Born in 1826, Cornell was a Justice of the Peace, and served as the alderman for St.
Andrew’s Ward from 1875 to 1878. In 1888, the brewery ceased operation and the property was
sold to John Carter.
Work started on the section of the Garrison Creek sewer between Wellington and College streets
in 1884. Four years later, City Council approved dumping the fill from the excavation of the
King street railway underpass into the Garrison Creek ravine south of Queen street, and by 1889,
the ravine was filled in. John Carter built a block of
stores at 875-895 Queen street west, over the remains of
the brewery.
The Cosgrave Brewery
In 1844, Thomas Bains leased the land bounded by
Queen, Niagara, Richmond and the creek (Walnut Street)
and built a brewery across the creek from the Farr
Brewery. Bains’ brewery was built on the table land, not
in the ravine, and its site was redeveloped as the
Richmond Square apartments in the 1970’s. In 1848,
Bains took Isaac Thompson on as a partner, and in 1852
Thompson became the sole proprietor and the name was
changed to the Thompson Brewery.
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Patrick Cosgrave was born in Ireland in
1814, and came to Canada in 1850. He
founded, with Eugene O'Keefe, the
Victoria Brewery in 1861, and in 1865
he sold his share and purchased the
Thompson Brewerylv. During
Cosgrave’s tenure the brewery became
one of the largest in the City. Lawrence
Cosgrave inherited the brewery on the
death of his father in 1881.lvi In 1889,
the brewery sold the property on Queen
Street, between Niagara and Tecumseth.
About 1945 the brewery was acquired
by O'Keefe’s, but by 1963 it was
considered redundant and demolished.
The site was occupied by a Brewer’s
retail for a few years and then redeveloped
as apartments in the early 1970’s.

The John Farr House (905 Queen Street)

hewn logs cased over with clapboard.”lvii
street.

Henry Scadding tells us that John Farr
originally lived in a house “....on the hill
above the valley... [which was built] of
This house was located to the northeast of 905 Queen

In 1847, John Farr built himself a new two-storey brick house at 905 Queen street. Although
Farr sold the brewery in 1858, he continued to live at 905 Queen street until his death in 1874.
His widow, Mary Farr, lived in the house until her death in the 1880’s when the house was
inherited by their daughter, Mary A. Farr, who lived there until 1905.
One of the most remarkable things about the Farr House is that it is much smaller than it looks.
From Queen street, the house appears large because it is almost fifty feet wide. But it is only
twenty feet deep; there is just enough space for two rooms on each floor. The house was meant
to impress, but not be too expensive to build.
The Farr House combines Georgian design with features usually associated with the Classical
Revival style. The house has a symmetrical facade with a central door, and two windows on
each side. The front door has three-quarter length side windows set in a wooden doorcase, and a
brick arch above the door that once had a fan light. These are features that are found in other
Georgian houses in Toronto such as the Grange and the Campbell House. The Farr House is
built of red brick with a wide cornice and corner quoins in contrasting white (buff) brick. The
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windows are decorated with radiating stone voussoirs with keystones, and stone sills. The
contrasting red and white brick, and the stone voussoirs and sills are Classical Revival features
that are not usually found in a Georgian building. In fact, the Farr House is the only building in
Toronto from this period that combines these two styles.lviii
The John Farr House is a rare, if not unique, example of a middle class home from the midnineteenth century. Most of the other houses surviving from this period are the homes of the rich
and powerful, the Farr House was built by a prosperous brewer, and is an example of the type of
home with an immigrant could aspire to with years of hard work and some good luck.

The John Cornell House (899 Queen Street)
John Cornell built 899 Queen street in 1872. The house was just to the north-east of the Farr
House, and was it probably built on the foundations of John Farr’s original home. The house
burned down in March 1996 and has been demolished. The Cornell House was a two-storey Lshaped stuccoed house built in Gothic Revival style. It had a steeply-pitched gable roof with
carved bargeboard. The main entrance, with a flat transom and three-quarter side windows, was
at the intersection of the main part of the house and the L. On the L wing, the lower storey was
sheltered by a verandah, with a bay window on the first floor and a rectangular window above.lix

The rear wing predates the main house. The lath on the rear section was hand split undressed
wood, nailed horizontally, with square handmade nails. The main house had sawn lath nailed at
45 degrees to the wall studs. The rear section is probably ten to twenty years older than the main
section of the house (about 1850).lx
The Polish National Union
The Polish National Union acquired both the John Farr house and the John Cornell house in the
late 1930s. They had hoped to demolish both houses and build a community centre on the land,
but in June 1991, the houses were designated as historical properties by the City of Toronto. The
demolition permit was not granted.

Gore Vale
Samuel Smith 1793-1815
Governor Simcoe gave Park Lot 22, to the east of Aeneas Shaw’s farm, to Samuel Smith in
1793.lxi Smith, who was born in New York in 1756, served with Simcoe in the Queen’s Rangers
during the American Revolution. In 1791, he became the second-in-command of the reorganized
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Queen’s Rangers with the rank of captain.lxii In 1793-94, he built Dundas street from the Head
of the Lake (Dundas) to London, and the following year he built the road from the Head of the
Lake to the Humber River. Two years later he was given command of the Queen’s Rangers.lxiii
Samuel Smith retired from the army in 1798, and moved to Etobicoke where he had an estate of
more than 2,600 acres.lxiv We do not know what he did during the War of 1812, but after the war
he became an important member of the civil administration. He was a member of the Executive
Council between 1813 and 1825, and was the acting Governor from June 1817, to August, 1818,
and again for four months in 1820lxv
There is no evidence that Smith built a house, but we know he cleared some of the land (see Map
4) because a fire damaged his fields in 1806. The letter describing the fire gives an interesting
perspective on life in the Trinity-Bellwoods area at a time when forest fires were a serious threat:
Alexander Wood reported that “... a previous fire had laid Colonel’s Smith and Shank’s
meadows entirely open,...Col. Smith lost about 2,000 rails or 250 panels of fence. Col. Shank
lost all his hay stacked on the field”, and that the forest fire was still burning in the woods. The
real problem was that the fire destroyed the fences and cattle could get into the fields and eat the
recently planted wheat crop.lxvi Smith sold the property to Charles Shaw in 1815 for £800. We
know nothing about Charles Shaw, but it is possible that he was a relative of Aeneas Shaw.
Charles Shaw sold the land to Duncan Cameron in 1819 for £600.lxvii
Duncan Cameron 1819-1853
Duncan Cameron was born in Scotland about 1765, and moved to York in 1800. Within twenty
years he was one of Upper Canada’s most powerful men. He went into business as a
merchantlxviii, and quickly became part of the social and political scene in York. In 1801, he was
elected as one of the Town Wardens. Subsequently Cameron served as a Town Assessor, the
treasurer of the St. James’ church building fund, and a school trustee.lxix
However, the fastest way to wealth in Upper Canada was to get a position in the government.
Government appointments not only paid well, but the office holder could help his friends get
government jobs and contracts. In a community where everything depended on patronage,
whoever was in power was in a position to become very rich. The rivalry between the various
factions was intense. In 1800, York had a population of 403, and a further 324 people lived in
what is now Metropolitan Toronto.lxx So the pool of potential candidates was quite small and
there was enormous personal animosity among the contenders for the few choice positions.
Duncan Cameron was a close friend of John Macdonell, a charismatic but impulsive lawyer who
was appointed Attorney-General in 1812.lxxi Macdonell’s rival for the position was Dr. William
Warren Baldwin, who later built Spadina (285 Spadina road) and was the father of Robert
Baldwin, the reform prime minister. Dr. Baldwin’s brother, John Spread Baldwin, married
Aeneas Shaw’s daughter Anne (see page xxx).lxxii
In April 1812, Dr. Baldwin took offence at a remark made by Macdonell and challenged him to a
duel. Macdonell selected Duncan Cameron as his second. The duel took place at dawn on April
3, on what is now Toronto Island. Macdonell did not fire, and Dr. Baldwin fired wide, so the

duel ended without anyone being hurtlxxiii. Duelling was illegal, and Cameron’s role in the affair
shows that he was a close and trusted friend of Macdonell.
With the outbreak of war, General Brock appointed two provincial aides de camp: James Givins
(see page xxx) was responsible for the native allies, and John Macdonell, with the rank of
lieutenant-colonel, was given command of the militia’s Flank Companies.lxxiv In 1812, the
militia consisted mainly of untrained farmers armed with pitchforks and scythes. Knowing that
there were not enough British soldiers to defend Upper Canada, Brock authorized the creation of
Flank Companies.lxxv Unlike the regular militia, the Flank Companies were given muskets and
uniforms and received military training. Macdonell appointed his friends as officers. Duncan
Cameron was made a captain, and given command of the York No.1 Flank Company, (the
Grenadiers). He had between 70 and 80 men under his command.lxxvi
Macdonell and possibly Cameron, accompanied Brock to Detroit, where Macdonell negotiated
the terms of surrender of the American garrison. Both men fought in the Battle of Queenston
Heights. When General Brock was killed, Macdonell took command of the British forces. He
led 49th Foot and the 1st York Flank Company in a frontal attack on the Americans and was
fatally wounded leading the charge on horseback. Macdonell’s gallant death became part of the
folklore of the War of 1812 that flourished in Upper Canada during the 19th Century. Cameron
was with him at his death, and his association with York’s greatest war hero dramatically
increased his status in the town of York.lxxvii Cameron’s wartime exploits served to bring him
into York’s inner social circle.lxxviii
Cameron was captured by the Americans at the Battle of York in 1813, and paroled on the
condition that he not take part in further military activities. After the war he joined the Indian
Department as the Assistant Secretary.lxxix Towards the end of 1816, Lieutenant Governor Sir
Francis Gore, appointed Duncan Cameron as his Civil and Private Secretary.lxxx With this
appointment, Duncan Cameron became part of the inner circle of the government. This was a
personal appointment, and demonstrates that Cameron must have had enormous personal charm
and talent to secure the position. Towards the end of 1817, Duncan Cameron became the
Provincial Secretary, replacing William Jarvis who died earlier that year.
The Provincial Secretary was the most important civil servant in the province, and the
appointment allowed Cameron to obtain the perquisites which went with such an office. In
1817, the office of Provincial Secretary combined the responsibilities of several government
departments, including the Secretary of State, Registrar General, and Department of Justice. His
responsibilities included processing land grants to new settlers. Cameron was now a leading
member of Upper Canada’s establishment, and in 1821, his position was reinforced when he
became an incorporator and director of the Bank of Upper Canada.lxxxi
In 1803, Duncan Cameron built himself a house at the northeast corner of Front and Duke
streets.lxxxii However, he wanted a country house which would match his new found position in
society. Most of the Park Lots had been built on, and the only vacant lot near town was lot 22.
This lot was less desirable than the others because Garrison Creek crossed the property making
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access difficult, and reducing the useable farm land. This was not a problem for Cameron, who
was not interested in farming. Soon after acquiring the land in 1819, Duncan Cameron started
construction of a Georgian brick house. From the veranda on the south side it was possible to
see the lake, and hear the creek in the ravine below. In the early nineteenth century, the English
gentry were building ‘picturesque villas’.lxxxiii This architectural style, which evolved out of
18th century romanticism, was concerned with creating ‘picture-like’ settings for country
houses. It was essential that the house be set back from the road, situated amid trees, and have a
wonderful view of the countryside. Gore Vale met all the requirements for a stylish picturesque
villa.
Cameron named the house Gore Vale, in honour of Sir Francis Gore, his patron and the
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario between 1806 and 1817. The Governor must have been familiar
with the site as he was a frequent visitor to the Givins’ house, which was reached by crossing
Garrison Creek just south of Gore Vale.lxxxiv
For many years Gore Vale was the only brick building west of the town of York. All the houses
on the nearby farms were built of logs, and it was not until 1840 that brick was commonly used
in this part of Toronto. Considering how isolated the house was when it was built, its
construction was an impressive achievement. How were the bricks and other building materials
delivered to the site? Queen Street was a dirt road, and barely passable in wet weather. Most of
the supplies came by boat up Garrison Creeklxxxv, and the bricks were made near the house. The
archaeologists digging at Gore Vale found lots of ‘wasters’ (badly burned and twisted bricks)
which indicate that the bricks were made on site.lxxxvi Despite these difficulties, Duncan
Cameron built himself a picturesque villa in the middle of the forest, which confirmed his
standing in society.
The house was altered several times over the years. In her book, Aristocratic Toronto, Lucy
Martin suggests that Gore Vale was originally a large two-storey Georgian house with a
symmetrical facade similar to the Grange (now part of the Art Gallery of Ontario) and the
Campbell House (now at the corner of Queen street and University ave.).lxxxvii These homes can
still be visited, and they give a sense of what Gore Vale would have been like in the 1820’s.
Duncan Cameron died in 1838, and his sister Janet inherited Gore Vale. In 1850, she sold 20
acres of land at the south end of the estate to Bishop John Strachan as the site for Trinity
College. (see page xxx)
Colonel Furlong and Henry John Boulton: 1853-1870
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When Janet Cameron died in 1853, Colonel James Furlonglxxxviii leased Gore Vale from her
estate.lxxxix In June 1842, Colonel Furlong married Sophia, the second daughter of Henry John
Boulton and Eliza Jones.xc Sophia was born in 1821, and married Colonel Furlong when she was
21. Her husband had fought in the Battle of Waterloo (1815) when he was nineteen years old,
and he was 48 years old at the time of their marriage.xci Colonel Furlong was the commander of
the Forty-third Regiment, which was posted to Toronto between 1840 and 1842. Soldiers were
transferred frequently, and immediately after the wedding the family moved to La Prairie, Lower
Canada, and then to Dover, England and later to Ireland. Colonel Furlong retired in 1852, and
the family moved to Toronto. Their seventh child was born shortly after their arrival in Toronto.
Unlike the Camerons, the Furlongs wanted to farm the land. In 1856, Colonel Furlong hired
William Thomas, a leading Toronto architect, to add a wing on the east side of the house, and to
design a number of buildings including a barn, stables and a gate-house.xcii It is possible that
modern conveniences such as gas lighting were installed at this time.xciii

In 1857, Gore Vale was purchased by Sophia Furlong’s father, Henry John Boulton. Henry John
Boulton was a prominent member of the Family
Compact. He was the second son of D'Arcy Boulton
who came to York in 1797 and held the posts of
Solicitor-General and Attorney-General before
becoming a judge. Henry John’s brother D'Arcy
Boulton II built the Grange. Henry John was a lawyer,
and like his father he served as Solicitor-General and
Attorney-General. William Lyon Mackenzie constantly
attacked the Boulton family for drawing large salaries
and do nothing in return, went to London to complain to
the Colonial Office that Henry John and other members
of the family compact were abusing their positions. In
1833, Henry John was dismissed from office. This was
one of Mackenzie’s most notable successes. William
McDougall, a colleague of Robert Baldwin and one of
the Fathers of Confederation, described Henry John
Boulton as “ . . . the most corrupt member of one of the
most unprincipled families of the Tory compact.”xciv
Colonel Furlong died in 1859,xcv but Sophia and her
seven children continued to live at Gore Vale until 1866
when she moved to Holland House, her parents’ home on Bay street, on the site of the Royal
York hotel.xcvi Between 1867 and 1870, Gore Vale was rented to officers stationed at Fort
York.xcvii When her father died in 1870, Sophia took her inheritance and moved her family to
Switzerland where she died the following year.xcviii
E. O. Bickford: 1870-1905
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When Henry John died in 1870, the Boulton family sold Gore Vale and its remaining 80 acres of
land to Edward Oscar Bickford for $14,400. Bickford was born in 1835 in Rochester, New
York, the son of an English immigrant. He moved to Toronto at an early age.xcix He was a
successful entrepreneur, who ran for parliament as a conservative in the West Toronto Byelection of 1873. He was defeated by Thomas Moss, the son of the John Moss, one of the
owners of the West Toronto Brewery (the old Farr Brewery).c
Bickford was a scrap metal dealer, who expanded his business to become a railway contractor.
In 1886, he formed the Erie and Huron Railway, which ran between Rondeau, on Lake Erie, and
Sarnia. The railway provided a connecting link between the Canadian Southern Railway and the
Canadian Pacific.ci In 1898, the family sold the railway to Hiram Walker for $640,000.cii
When Bickford bought Gore Vale it was fifty years old and in need of major renovations.
Bickford undertook a series of improvements which turned a secluded picturesque villa into an
imposing Victorian mansion. He raised the main house and built a basement beneath it. He
added a third floor with a mansard roof to the main house and the east wing . A one storey
conservatory was built on the west side. A greenhouse, where flowers and vegetables were
grown year round, was built to the north of the house. The stables were enlarged and given a
second storey.ciii In short, Gore Vale was completely rebuilt,
and with over 10,000 square feet of livable floor area, it was one
of the largest private homes in Toronto.
Bickford wanted to make an impression. Gore Vale was rebuilt
in the Second Empire style which is characterized by the use of
mansard roofs. Popular between 1860 and 1885, many of the
most important public and private buildings in Toronto were
built in the Second empire style during this time. For instance
Government House (the Lieutenant Governor’s residence), the
Main Post Office Building on Adelaide street and the Leadlay
House at 25 Augusta were built in the Second Empire style. Of
these buildings only the Leadlay House remains, but it gives a
sense of the impression that Bickford was trying to make when
he renovated Gore Vale.
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During the next twenty-five years Bickford family subdivided the property north of Dundas
Street. Grace Street and Beatrice Street are named after his two daughters. The land between
Dundas and College was developed prior to his death, and the section north of College was
developed after 1900. In 1908, the family sold what is now Bickford Park to the City of
Toronto.
Until 1900 Gore Vale had an address on Queen street, and was reached by a private road which
later became Gorevale ave. 39-41 Gorevale were built in 1889/90. With the exception of these
two homes, all the houses we see on Gorevale today were built between 1901 and 1907.
The Final Years: 1900-1926

In 1900, the Bickford family leased Gore Vale, and five acres of land south of Dundas street, to

the Keeley Institute for use as a private hospital for the treatment of “Liquor and Drug
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Addictions.” The Keeley Institute
specialized in the use of gold to
treat alcoholics and smokers, and
it had a very rich and eccentric
clientele.civ

Trinity College purchased Gore
Vale in 1905 for use as a mens’
residence. In 1912, Gore Vale
was sold, along with the rest of
Trinity College, to the City of
Toronto. Although the College
did not move to Hoskin ave. until
1926, it is indicative of the
financial difficulties facing
Trinity that they did not need
Gore Vale as a residence, and
handed it over to the City
immediately. During the First
World War it was used as a
psychiatric hospital for veterans.
Between 1923 and 1928 the
Kiwanis Club used it for
neighbourhood programs. In
1927, the Kiwanis programs
moved to the main Trinity
building, and the City demolished
Gore Vale the following year.
At the end of the Second World War thirty-six prefabricated ‘emergency houses’ were built just
south of the site of Gore Vale. They were very small, less than 900 square feet in area, and only
one storey high. The houses were set out in two half circles, the southern crescent was located
where the tennis courts are today. The houses were demolished in 1957.cv
Between 1991 and 1994 Gore Vale was excavated by the Archaeological Resource Centre of the
Toronto Board of Education. The excavations uncovered the foundations of Gore Vale and
discovered a latrine full of broken china and Chateau Lafite wine bottles. Unfortunately the
program was cancelled in 1994 before the house could be thoroughly excavated.cvi
Today Gore Vale is a grass-covered field in Trinity-Bellwoods Park, just south of the hockey
rinks. Nothing marks the spot where the house once stood.
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Toll-Gates and Rebecca Street
Rebecca street is just north of Queen and runs between Ossington and Givins streets. In
Landmarks of Toronto, John Ross Robertson, suggests that the street was originally used as a
short cut by people who wanted to avoid paying the toll.cvii
In the early 19th century all the main roads leading from Toronto were toll roads. Although
Yonge and Dundas streets were originally opened by the Queen’s Rangers, the upkeep and
repairs of these roads were the responsibility of the provincial and later the municipal
governments, and the most effective way to raise money to cover road maintenance was to
charge a tollcviii. About 1835 a toll-gate was built on Queen street, just east of Niagara street.cix
This was the edge of the built up area of the City at that time, and west of the toll-gate was
Garrison Creek and open farm land. The westward expansion of the City forced the road trustees
to relocate the toll-gate to Dundas street (Ossington), just north of Queen in the early 1840’s.
Within ten years the City’s expansion forced the toll-gate to move to Dundas and Brockton
Road.cx
According to Robertson, Rebecca street was laid out by a contractor who supplied firewood for
the garrison. Before the toll-gate was relocated to the south end of Dundas street, the contractor
travelled straight down Dundas street to the Fort without paying a toll. Once the toll-gate was
built he was required to pay. Not surprisingly, he disputed the right of the road trustees to levy a
toll. Since there was no way to
resolve the dispute, the contractor
bought the land at the north east
corner of Queen and Dundas, and
opened the lane, that we call
Rebecca street. The lane allowed
his wagons to bypass the tollgate. Apparently the lane was
called Rebecca street after the
Rebeccaites, a group of
Welshmen who went around
systematically destroying tollgates in 1843. The name of the
Rebeccaites is an allusion to
Genesis 24, 60: “....let thy seed
possess the gate.”cxi
This is a great story, but it is probably is not true. Until 1885, Rebecca street was called Dever’s
Lane. Without a doubt, the lane was used by travellers to avoid the toll-gate, but the name
Rebecca was given to the street long after the toll-gate had disappeared.
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Chapter 4

SUBURBAN DEVELOPMENT
1850 - 1875

In 1850, the Trinity-Bellwoods area was largely agricultural. The development of the
neighbourhood was delayed by the Military Reserve which was owned by the British army.
Elsewhere in the City, development started near the lake and slowly spread north. The Reserve
was a barrier which made the normal pattern of development impossible.
During the 1830’s the army subdivided and sold the land east of Garrison creek to pay for the
construction of the New Fort (Stanley Barracks on the CNE grounds). The land west of Garrison
Creek continued to be owned by the army. During the 1840’s the British government gave
permission for 50 acres of land on the south side of Queen street to be used for the Provincial
Lunatic Asylum, which opened in 1849.cxii The Asylum was the first of many institutional uses
in the area. The need for soldiers during the Crimean War (1853-1856) caused the British
government to withdraw their garrison from Toronto, and by 1856 the ownership of the Military
Reserve was transferred to the Province of Canada.cxiii Several proposals were made about how
this land should be developed. The most ambitious plan set aside land for a museum, a botanical
garden, and a large landscaped square north of Fort York. The plan also proposed extensive
residential development, and the demolition of Fork York to make room for a market square.cxiv
This plan never was implemented.
Once the land south of Queen, between Garrison creek and Dufferin was owned by the
government, it became the idea location for Provincial institutions and associated uses such as
the Provincial Agricultural Fair. Inspired by the Crystal Palace in the 1851 London Exhibition,
the Provincial Agricultural Association decided to build a permanent building for their annual
fair. The Province provided 33½ acres of land in the former Military Reserve south of the
Asylum, and facing on King street. In 1858, the Crystal Palace or Palace of Industry was
finished in time for the 13th Provincial Agricultural Fair. The Crystal Palace survived until
1878, when it was dismantled and rebuilt on the new grounds of the Toronto Industrial
Exhibition (the forerunner of the CNE). The land was sold to the Massey Manufacturing
Company.cxv
Other institutional uses on the former Military Reserve were the Central Prison, which opened in
1871, and the Immigrant Sheds, which housed immigrants until they found a place to live or
moved further west.
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In 1858, the Province transferred 22½ acres of land in the valley of Garrison Creek to the City of
Toronto.cxvi There was a tacit understanding that this land should be used for a park, but since
there was almost no one living in the area, the City leased the valley between King street and the
Fort to a number of different brickmakers.cxvii The brickyards continued operation until 1874
when the City built the Western Cattle Market. During the last quarter of the 19th Century
Toronto became the major centre for the shipment of Cattle and Hogs to England. The
introduction of refrigerated rail cars and ships during the 1880’s made it possible to transport
meat with spoiling, and enormous fortunes were made in the meat packing business. The
Western Cattle Market was the centre of this trade, and until the Union Stock Yards were
established near St Clair and Keele in 1921, the meat packing business was the largest employer
in the area.
But it was the railways which had the greatest impact. In 1851, construction started on Ontario,
Simcoe and Huron Railway, later renamed the Northern Railway. On May 16, 1853, the first
train ran from Toronto to Aurora. Two years later the Hamilton & Toronto Railway, an affiliate
of the Great Western Railway, opened for business, and in 1856 the Toronto & Guelph Railway
started service to Berlin (Kitchener). The railways, along with their sidings, round houses and
works yards were built on the Military Reserve. The railways had the political connections to
get the land for practically nothing.
In 1861, the street railway was
opened on Queen from Yonge to
Dundas (now Ossington). The
street railway improved assess to
the area, and Trinity-Bellwood’s
rural nature slowly changed.

Trinity College
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The most important institution in the Trinity-Bellwoods area was Trinity College. During the
Victorian period there was an enormous amount of bickering and infighting among the various
Protestant groups in Ontario . The Anglicans were no exception, and the foundation of Trinity
College was part of a struggle between supporters of the high-church or the ‘Anglo-Catholics’
and the supporters of the low-church or the ‘Evangelists’.
Today the high-church is characterized by the use of incense and Latin, but in the 19th Century
the high-church represented more than that. It stood for the centralized control of the entire
church by the bishop. Supporters of the high-church believed that the bishop should appoint the
priests, and that clergy should control what happens in the parish, including public education.
High-church supporters did not believe that the laity had any role in the management of the
church or the educational system, other than making generous financial contributions. On a
religious level, high-church adherents believed that divine grace could only be achieved through
the intercession of the clergy and the church.
The Evangelists believed that individuals could achieve grace through their individual actions.
Priests were not essential. The emphasis on the individual led to the belief that the laity should
hire their own priests (subject to the bishop’s approval), control the parish funds and have an
active role in the governance of the church affairs through a system where parishes elected
representatives to the Synod. The Evangelists believed that primary educational should be nondenominational with religious education occurring
at Sunday School rather than in the regular
classroom.cxviii
There was also a racial overtone to this struggle.
Most of the high-church adherents were from
England, while many of the low-church supporters
were Irish.
In 1827, Reverend (later Bishop) John Strachan
obtained a royal charter for a university for Upper
Canada which was known as King’s College.
Strachan was a member of the Executive Council
and used his influence to obtain an endowment of
thousands of acres of land for the new university.
This land, known as the clergy reserves, was
intended to assist with the development of
education throughout Upper Canada, but through
Strachan’s efforts the Church of England got
control of all of it. King’s College was a highchurch establishment. All the members of its
governing body, and all its professors had to subscribe to the Thirty-Nine Articles of the Church
of England, and the Anglican Archdeacon of York was the ex officio President of the University.
Strachan publicly expressed the his opinion that King’s was primarily a ‘Missionary College’ to
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train Anglican clergy in order that “the people of Upper Canada might be brought up in
communion of the Church of England”.cxix Not surprisingly, the other religious denominations
denounced the establishment of King’s College, and the endowment of the College with the
clergy reserves was one of the grievances of the rebels of 1837.
In 1849, the reform government, dominated by low-church Anglicans and led by Robert
Baldwin, secularized King’s College and renamed it the University of Toronto. The college no
longer had the right to grant degrees in Divinity, and was to concentrate on teaching the arts, law
and medicine. Legislation was passed allowing other universities to be established, and within a
year the Methodists founded Victoria University in Colberg, the Presbyterians founded Queen’s
University in Kingston, and the Roman Catholics founded Regiopolis College also in Kingston.
Bishop Strachan was so horrified by the prospect of a ‘godless university’ (i.e. one that he did
not control) that he went to England and obtained a Royal Charter for the University of Trinity
College. But more importantly, he obtained funding. He received a large contribution from the
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, and from high-church supporters
such as the Duke of Wellington.cxx

In 1850, Strachan purchased 20 acres of land from Janet Cameron, Duncan Cameron’s sister (see
page xxx). His next challenge was to build a suitable building. Strachan wanted the architecture
of his new university to reflect the colleges at Oxford and Cambridge. He brought back to
Toronto drawings which he wanted to use as a model for the College. Kevis Tully has hired as
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the architect and construction started in 1851. The front block was officially opened in January
1852. What makes the speed of construction truly remarkable is that St. James, the Anglican
Cathedral on Church street, burned down in April 1849. St. James was dominated by the lowchurch faction and the nave was not rebuilt until 1853, and the transepts, pinnacles and spire
were not completed until 1873. Strachan’s priority was Trinity College. He wanted to make it
clear that the Anglican high-church had the resources to outdo the competition.
Kevis Tully designed an enormous building, much larger than the present Trinity College on
Hoskin avenue. Built of white brick, the design was in the perpendicular Gothic style which is
characterized by pinnacles and narrow window tracery. The appearance was similar to King’s
College Chapel in Oxford. The College was organized around a quadrangle, 120 feet by 170
feet. The design called for a chapel, a museum, a refectory, dormitories for eighty students as
well as classrooms and a Provost’s Lodge. It took years to complete the project. In 1876, a
Convocation Hall was built behind the central block. The ground floor was used as the
student’s dining hall, and upstairs there was a two storey convocation hall with stepped dias and
a gallery. In 1884, the chapel at the south east corner of the College was completed. The west
wing was built in 1890, and the east wing finished in 1894.
In comparison, the University of Toronto got off to a rather slow start. University College
started construction in 1856, and was not finished until 1859. Unlike other universities which
focused on training the clergy, the University of Toronto was an arts college, and most of its
students were low-church Anglicans, or free-church Presbyterians.cxxi However the future lay
with the University of Toronto. In 1877, the Evangelical laity opened Wycliffe College to train
Anglican ministers to serve in low-church parishes. In 1890, Wycliffe federated with the
University of Toronto.cxxii This was a direct challenge to Trinity, as it broke the College’s
monopoly on training Anglican clergy, but more importantly it put the stamp of approval on the
University of Toronto as the low-church university. Students at Trinity were limited to studying
Divinity, Classics (Greek and Latin), English Mathematics, and morally uplifting subjects such
as Mental and Moral Philosophy. The University of Toronto established the Faculty of Arts and
Sciences which allowed students to study the social and pure sciences. It is not surprising that
by the end of the 19th century Trinity was having difficulty attracting students.
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Trinity responded to the declining enrollment by federating with the University of Toronto in
1903. Federation allowed Trinity students to take courses at the University of Toronto.
However there was no intention of moving Trinity to the University of Toronto’s Queen’s Park
campus. In fact, the College embarked on a major expansion program shortly after federation.
Plans were drawn up for the enlargement of the College. In 1905, Trinity purchased Gore Vale
from the Bickford estate, with the intention of converting it into a residence for by St. Hilda’s
College. The building St. Hilda’s occupied (now the John Gibson House) would be used by the
Trinity Medical School. The first step in the expansion program was carried out in 1907 when
the Garrison Creek ravine was filled in to permit the northwards expansion of the main College
building. By 1910 the expansion program floundered. Money was not available for the
College’s grandiose scheme, and the decision was made to move to Hoskin avenue. In 1912, the
City of Toronto paid $225,000 for the Queen street campus, which was combined with
Bellwoods Park to form Trinity-Bellwoods Park.
Trinity College was given five years before
they had to vacate in order to build their new
buildings. However the first world war and
financial problems delayed the move until 1925.

In 1926, the main building became the ‘K’
Athletic Club, a community program sponsored
by the Central Kiwanis Club. Unfortunately the
City did not provide funds for repair, and the
buildings gradually deteriorated. During the
1950’s the city embarked on a program of
building recreation/community centres, and
when the Trinity Recreation Centre was
completed in 1956 the old Trinity College
buildings were demolished.
All that remains of Trinity College are five fire
hydrants which once provided fire protection to
the buildings. The hydrants are in the middle of
the park and bare mute testimony as to the size
and location of the College.

St. Hilda’s College
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During the 1870’s woman demanded
the right to attend university.
Although it was possible for women
to sit exams, they were not allowed
to attend lectures and they were
forced to use private tutors. Coeducation was seen as a threat to the
moral standards of higher education
and was strongly opposed.
University College accepted women
for the first time in 1884 as the result
of n order-in-council was passed by
the provincial cabinet. Forcing the
University of Toronto to open its
doors was seen as being less
expensive than founding a separate university for women which was widely advocated at the
time.cxxiii
In 1888, a woman’s college, named St. Hilda’s, was founded by the Church of England. It was
affiliated with Trinity College, but it was intended to be a separate college similar to the
woman’s colleges in Oxford and Cambridge which had their own faculty. The lack of funds
made it impossible to implement this plan, and St. Hilda’s became nothing more than the
woman’s residence at Trinity.cxxiv During the first ten years of its existence St. Hilda’s rented
houses in the area; in 1888-89 it was located at 48 Euclid; in 1889-92 it was located at 198-200
Shaw street, and between 1892 to 1899 it rented 337-339 Shaw street.cxxv In 1899, St. Hilda’s
finally got a permanent home when Eden Smith designed a residence for the college north of the
main Trinity buildings. The building has been designated as a historic property, and it is the
only Trinity building remaining on the Queen street campus.cxxvi After the college moved in
1925, the Anglican church leased St. Hilda’s from the City for use as a seniors’ residence. For
many years it was called Strachan House, but it is now called the John Gibson House.
[Picture of St. Hilda’s]

Provost’s Lodge
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The Provost is the head of the
College and in charge of the
administration. During the 1860’s
the College provided an appropriate
residence for his use.cxxvii In Toronto
of Old Henry Scadding describes
Garrison Creek, and notes “The elmy
dale which gives such agreeable
variety to the park of Trinity
College, and which renders so
charming the views from the
Provost’s Lodge.”cxxviii Located to
the north of the main College
building and situated at the edge of
the Garrison Creek ravine, the
Provost’s Lodge was not built in the
Gothic style. Rather it was a solemn
neo-classical building with projecting central section, and two side wings. The verandah ran the
full width of the house on the south side, and the two chimneys were located centrally rather than
at the ends of the house.
The Lodge was demolished in 1920 and the College purchased 192 Crawford street for use by
the Provost an interim basis until the new buildings on Hoskin were completed.
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Givins/Shaw Schoolcxxix
In September 1855, the residents of the western part of the City petitioned the School Board to
build a school in their area.cxxx In 1856 the School Board rented a room for the Western
Auxiliary School to serve children living between Bathurst and Dufferin and south of Bloor.
Ten years earlier, in 1846, the Givins family offered to donate land for a school at the south east
corner of Givins and Argyle,cxxxi but it was not until 1859 that the School Board took up the
offer and built a school. The first school had two rooms - one for boys and one for girls - and in
its first year of operation it had 84 students in ten grades. The name was changed to Givins
Public School in 1860.

By 1871, the school had 250 students. In 1876, a new school was built with four classrooms,
two on the ground floor and two on the second floor.cxxxii In 1882, the school was enlarged,
probably by adding a thrid floor with a mansard roof.cxxxiii Sometime between 1884 and 1890 the
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school was enlarged again to contain nine classrooms by extending the building one bay to the

south. There were three chimneys on each side, and the classrooms were lit by two windows on
each side of the fireplace.cxxxiv In 1898, a kindergarten classroom was built in an one story
addition at the south end of the building;cxxxv this was the first purpose built kindergarten in
Toronto. This building stood until 1956 when it was replaced the current senior division
building on Givins Street.

In 1914 a new school was built facing Shaw Street. It was used until 1918 as the barracks and
headquarters of the 123rd and 208th battalions.
In 1966, the school was divided into two schools - Shaw Street Junior School, and the Givins
Street Senior School. In 1984, the two schools were amalgamated into the Givins/Shaw Public
School.
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John Crawfordcxxxvi
Crawford Street is named after John Crawford, a nineteenth century ‘robber-baron’ who
combined politics with business to maximize profit. He saw no conflict of interest being the
president of a bank and a railway while serving as a Member of Parliament, and he would have
considered the ethical standards we impose on politicians today as foolish and impractical,
ensuring that the ‘best men’ could not serve their country.
He was born in Ireland in 1817, and emigrated to Canada with his parents in 1824. His father,
George Crawford, was a successful businessman in Belleville, a director of the Grand Trunk
Railway, a Member of Parliament, and was appointed to the Senate in 1867.
John Crawford was a lawyer, but his business and political interests were so diverse that he
rarely had time to practice law. He was one of the main promoters of the Toronto and Nipissing
Railway, and became the line’s first president in 1868. He was also a director of the Toronto,
Grey & Bruce Railway. His brother-in-law, John Ross, was president of the Grand Trunk
Railway. He was president of the Royal Canadian Bank, the Imperial Building Savings and
Investment Society, and the Canada Car Company.
The Royal Canadian Bank was a typical nineteenth century bank. Established in Toronto in
1864, it expanded rapidly and by 1867 it had more than twenty branches.cxxxvii In 1871, the
bank built a new head office, with a cast-iron facade, at 36-38 Front street, which was
demolished in 1965.cxxxviii The bank incurred heavy losses through unprofitable branches,
fraudulent managers, bad loans and improper favours to politicians. Merging with the City
Bank, controlled by Sir Francis Hincks, saved it from liquidation in 1876. The new bank was
called the Consolidated Bank of Canada.cxxxix
In 1871, John Crawford founded the Canada Car Company to take advantage of a unique
business opportunity in Toronto: the Central Prison. In the late nineteenth century ‘industrial
prisons’ were all the rage in the United States. These prisons were intended to be self-supporting
by providing convict labour to local businesses. The Central Prison was the first industrial
prison in Canada, and John Crawford recognized the potential. In 1871, a conservative coalition
government governed Ontario led by John Sanfield Macdonald. Crawford used his ‘tory’
connections to get a $45,000 loan from the province to build a factory on the west side of
Strachan, just south of Wellington street.cxl The factory was built on part of the former Military
Reserve, and Crawford acquired the government owned-land for practically nothing.cxli The
Canada Car Company was the first factory built in the area.
The old Inglis plant was built on the site of the Canada Car Company’s works,cxlii and the Central
Prison was to west of the Inglis plant. Only one building from the prison remains. The Roman
Catholic Chapel survives and is now the only building standing on the Inglis site. The Canada
Car Company manufactured railway cars, and when it went bankrupt in 1875, no other business
wanted to employ the convicts. The concept of a self-financing prison quickly proved to be
unworkable.cxliii
In 1852, John Crawford built two stores at 38 and 40 Yonge Street; the facades have been
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retained and are incorporated into BCE Place.cxliv In 1869, he purchased the former Shaw estate
from the Trust and Loan Company,cxlv which acquired the property the previous year when they
foreclosed on George Shaw, the great-grandson of Aeneas Shaw. (see page xxx) Crawford
purchased the estate as an investment, and the land continued to be farmed, until 1882, when his
widow sold the ninety-acre parcel to the Ontario Industrial Loan and Investment Company. (see
page xxx)
Tracing Crawford’s other business interests is harder, but we know that by the time he turned
forty he had made a fortune through land speculation.cxlvi He then turned his attention to
politics, although it may be more accurate to say that his business ventures required him to have
a higher political profile, and he needed to be in the House of Commons to ensure that the
necessary legislation was passed.cxlvii
In 1861 he ran as an independent conservative and defeated George Brown, the publisher of the
Globe and the leader of the Reform Party (now the Liberal Party), in the riding of Toronto East.
This was a major upset, but he did not last long in Parliament. In 1863, he voted for the Scott
Act. This bill guaranteed funding for Roman Catholic schools in Upper Canada. Although
opposed by almost all the members from Upper Canada, it passed because the legislature had
members from both Upper and Lower Canada, and the catholics from Lower Canada voted for
separate schools. A few years later catholics in Ontario were guaranteed the constitutional right
to separate schools funding when the British North America Act was passed by the British
parliament. Crawford’s support for the Scott Act made it impossible for him to be reelected
when the next election was held later that year.
He ran again in 1867, this time in South Leeds, a constituency with a large catholic population,
where his support for the Scott Act helped him win. In 1872, Crawford left South Leeds and ran
for election in the riding of West Toronto.cxlviii The Globe, which never missed a chance to
malign Crawford, reported that at his nomination meeting “...another glass of liquor - we believe
it was whiskey this time - was then produced and drunk by [Crawford] with great avidity, amid
the laughter and chaff of the crowd.”cxlix John Crawford was taking aim at the teatotalling
Methodist reformers like George Brown who saw liquor as the root of all evil. His relaxed
attitude to drink did not prevent his election by an overwhelming majority.
John Crawford remained M.P. for Toronto West until November 1873 when he resigned to
become Lieutenant Governor of Ontario. In the fall of 1871, Ontario elected a Liberal
government. Shortly after Crawford’s appointment, the Liberal government started investigating
the Central Prison. Among the documents scrutinized were the “agreements between the
[previous] government and the Canada Car Company”. Since all inquiries are conducted in the
name of the Lieutenant Governor, Crawford found himself in the interesting position of
investigating himself. Nothing unusual was found in the investigation, but the Liberal
government intended to embarrass Crawford.cl
He died at Government House on May 13, 1875, after a lengthy illness.
On November 27, 1876, City Council renamed Bond West, Crawford street, in honour of John
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Crawford.cli This change was necessary because there was a Bond street elsewhere in the City,
and Crawford was an appropriate name as the Crawford estate owned most of the land through
which the street would run.
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Chapter 5

SUBDIVISIONS AND SPECULATORS
1875 - 1915

Between 1875 and 1900, the Trinity-Bellwoods neighbourhood was transformed from farm land
into the urban community we see today.
In 1850, Trinity-Bellwoods was miles from the build up part of the City. Queen street - unpaved
and muddy in wet weather - was the main road to Toronto from the West. Until 1884, when the
bridge was built over Garrison creek, travellers on Dundas street had to turn south when they
reached what is now Ossington and use Queen street for the remainder of their journey into
town. The traffic supported Farr’s Brewery, as well as a number of other taverns. The best
known of which was the Bluebell which stood at the south-west corner of Strachan and Queen.
For many years the area was known as “Bluebell Village”. The Bluebell was demolished in
1897 and replaced by the Parkview Arms.

The First Subdivisions
During the 1830’s and 1840’s the Shaw and Givins families sold, or leased on a long term basis,
the frontage along Queen street. When Col.Givins died in 1846, the family agreed that his
spinster daughter Cecil could live in Pine Grove for the rest of her life. The land north of
Dundas street would be farmed and the land between Dundas (Ossington), Shaw, Halton and
Bruce streets was subdivided into forty foot lots. (The land south of Bruce street had already
been sold.) The land was not subdivided to facilitate development, but to allow the executors to
distribute the land fairly among Col. Givins’ heirs.
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A similar process occurred on the east
side of Shaw street. In 1845, Judge Jonas
Jones purchased ten acres of land in the
south west corner of Park Lot 23. Judge
Jones (1791-1848) was a Brockville
lawyer and a member of the House of
Assembly from 1816 to 1828. In 1837 he
became a judge of the Court of Queen’s
Bench.clii He married Mary Boulton,
Henry John Boulton’s sister, and was a
leading member of the family compact.cliii
His seventh son, Rev. William Jones, was
a professor of mathematics, and dean of
Trinity College.cliv In 1860, Mary Jones,
his widow, laid out a subdivision bounded
by Queen, Shaw, Maitland (now Lobb)
and Bond west (now Crawford.)clv Mary
Jones was not trying to develop or sell the
land, rather she wanted to divide the
property on a fair and equitable among her
numerous children.
The Building Industry and
Development Cycles
Speculative housing is built in cycles. A
building boom is followed by a crash and a gradual recovery. This cycle repeats itself over and
over again. Large amounts of speculative housing is built during the boom years, and almost
nothing is built during the crash that follows.
Knowing the development cycles makes it easier to understand how the community evolved, and
why certain types of houses were built. Speculative builders are not interested in architecture;
they want to build a lot of houses very quickly and cheaply, so they used standard designs. This
is why there is enormous consistency among the houses built during a real estate boom.

The bay-and-gable house, which for many people represents Victorian Toronto, was in vogue
during the boom of 1887 to 1890, and almost all the bay-and-gable houses in Toronto were built
during this four year period.
The boom and bust cycle only effected speculative housing.
Custom housing, built on an one-off basis for the middle
class, was built irrespective of the economic cycles. These
homes are individualistic, and reflect the tastes of their
44

owners and architects. They are often the most interesting houses, from a design perspective, in
the community. In Trinity-Bellwoods the custom houses stand out. Not only were they designed
by architects, but they are larger than a typical home, and they built with higher quality building
materials.
To some extent the boom and bust cycle reflected what was going on in the economy at large,
but there were regional variations, and cycles varied from municipality to municipality. Table 1
gives an outline of building cycles in Toronto.clvi

i.

My analysis of Simcoe’s grand plan is based on the biography of John Graves Simcoe by S.R. Mealing in
the Dictionary of Canadian Biography, vol V, p 754-759. This material was supplemented by the
discussion of the Queen’s Rangers in Bull 1984.

ii.

Scadding 1987, 270, reports that the portion of Dundas street from the Asylum to the Humber was opened
by a detachment of regulars under the command of an officer of the Royal Engineers. He then goes on to
report that Lieutenant Denison with a squad of militia pulled up the stumps. Dundas street was completed
by 1800, and the militia was not active at that time, and would not have been used for road clearance.
Scadding may have been commenting on the improvements to Dundas street undertaken during the 1880’s
which may have been done by Denison.

iii.

The Battle of Fallen Timbers between the British and the Americans was fought on August 20, 1974, near
British Fort Miami, in American Territory. Most of the Rangers were withdrawn from York following the
battle and posted to Fort Niagara, or Fort Miami.

iv.

Bull 1984, 102.

v.

The date when the Lot (Queen) street bridge was built over Garrison Creek is unknown. Maps dating from
the time of the war of 1812 show Lot street crossing the creek south of the road allowance. This may
indicate a ford + 50 feet south of Queen street. The bridge was probable not built until after the war. The
Farr Brewery would have blocked the ford, so the bridge must have been in place by 1820. Construction of
the bridge appears to have been between 1817 and 1820.

vi.

Scadding 1987, 272

vii.

R.L.Denison, Colonel Richard Lippencott Denison the first of Dovercourt, The York Pioneer, 1969,
p. 22. (The date given in the article is 1812, which is clearly a transposition of 21.)

viii.

Firth 1962, 16 n51

ix.

Elizabeth Simcoe's Diary: 1793 07 20

x.

Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 1801-1820, Vol 5, 752-3.

xi.

The patent recording the grant was registered on August 3, 1799.

xii.

Robertson, 542, suggests that the log cabin was built around 1794, and that the larger frame house was built
in 1797 or 1798. The 1794 date is suspect as the allocation of park lots was not finalized until later.
Document 10A in Firth 1962, 16, shows that in September 1793 Aeneas Shaw was granted lot 20.
Sometime later Shaw exchanged park lot 20 for park lot 23.
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The law required owners to build a house and clear 20 acres of land within a year of taking possession of
their land, it is likely that the cabin was built the same year as the grant was registered (Firth 1962, 217).
1799 is the year Shaw became the commander of the Queen’s Rangers.
xiii.

Bull 1984, 101

xiv.

Scadding 1987, 40, records that Shaw lived in Lambeth Palace. In a letter dated July 16, 1796, Governor
Simcoe authorized for Aeneas Shaw "...a reasonable allowance of materials may be lent from the public
stores under government directions to enable them to build a house in the vicinity of this place." (Firth,
1962, 33). This letter probably refers to material for the Shaw house in the Town of York.

xv.

Firth 1962, 226

xvi.

Scadding 1987, 262, records that the Duke of Kent stayed at Oakhill during his visit to Toronto. Oakhill
was in the middle of the forest and was probably used as a hunting lodge rather than residence in 1799.
Robertson mentions that Shaw entertained the Duke at Oakhill.

xvii.

Christine Mosser (ed), York, Upper Canada: Minutes of Town Meetings and Lists of Inhabitants 17971823, Toronto, 1984. There is no listing for Aeneas Shaw prior to 1804 when he was on active military
service or after 1808 when he returned to duty. The size of the household mentioned in the body of the text
is for 1804.

xviii.

Robertson, 542. Part of the folklore of the War of 1812 is that on the way to fight the Americans at
Queenston Heights, General Brock stopped at the home of Capt. John Powell, on the outskirts of Newark
(Niagara on the Lake), to drink a stirrup cup of coffee from the hands of his betrothed, Miss. Sophia Shaw.
C.P. Stacey, in his biography of Brock in the Dictionary of Canadian Biography, notes that there is no
evidence for "...a romantic attachment in Canada."

xix.

Aeneas Shaw's daughter Ann married Morgan Baldwin, the son of John Spread Baldwin and the grandson
of Robert Warren Baldwin. Mercer-Adam, 1891, 81, notes the Shaw family connection with the Baldwins.

xx.

Benn 1993, 51

xxi.

Donald Creighton, John A. Macdonald: the Young Politician, Toronto, 1952, page 157, 162-5

xxii.

Toronto Registry Office, documents 5268 CW and 6831 CW.

xxiii.

A floorboard from Oakhill was given to Edith Firth by James Lovekin, and is kept in storage at the
Metropolitan Toronto Reference Library.

xxiv.

The history of Oakhill may be more complex than indicated here. In both the Phillipots map and the
Boulton Atlas, there are two groups of buildings. The southern building is near the eastern boundary of the
Park Lot, overlooking the ravine, and the other building is further north, in the middle of the lot. Figure 2,
illustrating Oakhill, appears to be a picture of the southern building. If so then this is the location of the
farmhouse, and the L shaped building to the north is the barn.
Oakhill can be found on the following maps:
1) Plan of Toronto by Sanford Fleming, 1851, Metro Toronto Reference Library;
2) Plan of York by Lt. George Phillpotts, 1818, Archives, MT 00109;
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3) Boulton Atlas of Toronto, 1858.
xxv.

Oakhill is shown in a Bird's Eye View of Toronto drawn in 1876 by Peter Alfred Gross (Toronto City
Archives MT 01048-0). This important bird's eye view is hanging on the wall just inside the staff offices at
the Toronto City Archives. The farm house and out buildings are not shown on the 1884 Goad Atlas.
Robertson, 541, indicated that the house was demolished a dozen years earlier (ie 1884).

xxvi.

Park Lot 24 was given to Col. J.B. Bouchette who sold it to James Givins on July 9, 1802, for £150.

xxvii.

The best source for Givins’ life is John Leslie in the Dictionary of Canadian Biography, vol VII, 347-8.
Early in his life James Givins spelt his name Givens, it is unclear when the change occurred or why, but as
late as 1899 the Goad Atlas spelled the street name as Givens. Arthur/Otto, 1986, 38 & 43, confused
Simcoe with Brock when he described Givins as Simcoe’s ADC. Givins was Brock’s ADC. John Ross
Robertson may be the source of the error because the refers to Givins as being “one of the aides of
Governor Simcoe” on page 521.

xxviii.

Bull 1984, 72

xxix.

Bull 1984, 101

xxx.

Arthur 1986, 241. William Berczy’s remarkable career as an artist, architect, contractor and land developer
is documented in Berczy, Ottawa, 1991, published in conjunction with the exhibition Berczy, organized by
the National Gallery of Canada. Berczy was in London between 1799 and 1801 and returned to York in
early June 1802, and so he knowledgeable of the latest London architectural styles. The timing of his return
fits with the construction of Pine Grove, and he may have also painted a portrait of Givins (LW 79, p.253)
before he left York in 1804.

xxxi.

Arthur 1986, 43

xxxii.

Robertson, 546, printed a copy of the Order appointing Givins.

xxxiii.

Benn 1993, 61

xxxiv.

Firth 1962, 296, 301-2

xxxv.

Frederick H. Armstrong, Handbook of Upper Canadian Chronology, Toronto, 1985, describes the Indian
Office and its incumbents.

xxxvi.

James Givins died on March 5, 1846. The executors of his will surveyed the property in July 1854, but
Plan 194 which subdivided the estate was not registered until February 23, 1857. Plan D-203 which
confirmed the sales at the south end of Park Lot 24 was registered on August 21, 1862.

xxxvii. The speculators who bought the block were James Gormley, S. Janes, and Jno. Patton. Gormley was the
manager of the Ontario Industrial Loan & Development Company. Janes was a prominent developer who
built many houses in the west end at this time, and went on to develop the Annex. The block abutting Shaw
was subdivided on Plan 379 which was registered on March 20, 1882. The block abutting on Ossington
was subdivided on Plan 371 which was registered on January 31, 1882.
xxxviii. Toronto Daily News, June 25, 1890, p 3. Miss. Cecil Hamilton Givins died on March 13, 1890.
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xxxix.

Roxton was originally called Givins in anticipation that the street would run all the way from Queen to
College.

xl.

The location of the estates can be seen on Goad’s Atlas, plates 22 & 23. See also Dendy 1993, 176.

xli.

The Queen Street Blockhouse is shown on a map of York which accompanied Lt. Col. Hughes' letter to Lt.
General Mann dated 16 August 1814. Public Archives of Canada.
There is a letter in Firth 1966, page 330, which refers to the blockhouse as being at the corner of Col.
Shanks farm, ie park lot 21, the western boundary of which is Gorevale ave. Garrison Creek crossed Queen
street just east of Gorevale ave., so the top of the ravine’s bank had to be closer to Bellwoods.

xlii.

Carl Benn, Report to the Museums and Property Committee, Toronto Historical Board, March 22, 1995,
page 12. - see Material History, Spring 1996, for further details.

xliii.

Carl Benn, Report to the Museums and Property Committee, Toronto Historical Board, March 22, 1995,
page 35.

xliv.

Careless 1984, 201, Table V

xlv.

Sources on the Military Reserve are:
1) Steve Otto prepared a short history of the Military Reserve for the Friends of Fort York called Note on
the Garrison Reserve or Garrison Common, Toronto, photocopied, 1996.
2) Benn 1993
3) Isobel Granton, The Development of the Military Reserve, Toronto, 1792-1862, photocopied, April 1975

xlvi.

Scadding 1987, 271

xlvii.

R.L. Denison, Colonel Richard Lippencott Denison the First of Dovercourt, The York Pioneer, 1969, p.
22.

xlviii.

A brief biography of John Farr appears in Beers & Co., Commemorative Biographical Record, 1907, 468.

xlix.

Firth 1966, 43. The document quoted in Firth is a petition dated October 7, 1820, by Farr to lease land
adjacent to Garrison Creek for a brewery. The petition was granted. The brewery was probably built the
next year - 1821. A number of modern historians (ie Frederick Armstrong's commentary in Scadding 1966,
page 261) date the establishment of the brewery to 1819.

l.

Scadding 1966, 261 (also quoted in Robertson, vol 1, 201)

li.

The location of Farr's Licence of Occupation can be found on a ‘hard print’ deposited in the Registry Office
as Plan OR (Ordnance Reserve). The map referred to as No. 1, Plan of the Town and Harbour of York,
Upper Canada, prepared by Lt. E.T. Ford, Royal Engineers, and dated December 5, 1833, incorrectly shows
Farr’s Licence of Occupation. Farr’s lot had frontage of approximately 380 feet on Queen street, and was
210 feet deep.

lii.

Documentation about this bridge is almost impossible to find. There should be references to in the City
Council minutes, but they have escaped me. The rough draft of Bonnycastle’s Plan of the Town and
Harbor of York etc. made in 1833, shows a small bridge over Garrison Creek at the bottom of the ravine. I
believe the original bridge was built by Asa Danforth when he extended Lot street to Dundas street in 1800-
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1801. The Bird’s Eye view of Toronto, by W. Wesbroom, published by the Mail Printing Company, c1887,
shows a semi-circular (stone or brick) bridge carrying Queen and King streets over Garrison Creek. The
main reason why I date the bridge to just before 1861 is that is the date when street cars service was
introduced. The street cars would not be able to go up and down the steep incline of the ravine, and needed
a bridge which spanned the entire ravine.
liii.

Scadding 1966, 261

liv.

Information about Sir Charles and Thomas Moss can be found in the Encyclopaedia of Canada, 1935, Vol
VI. See also: Snell 1966, 236-256.

lv.

Patrick Cosgrave had a partner, R. Elmsley, until the mid-1870's.

lvi.

Mercer-Adam 1891, 191-2, mentions that Lawrence Cosgrave is Patrick Cosgrave’s son and the current
owner of the brewery. However the ownership is more complicated: In 1881, the year of Patrick’s death,
the Brewery was known as Cosgrave and Sons, the sons being John and Lawrence. In 1886, the firm was
known as Cosgrave Brewing and Malting with John Cosgrave as president, and Lawrence Cosgrave as
general manager. In 1890, it was known as Cosgrave and Co., and owned by Lawrence Cosgrave. There
is a picture of the brewery on page 197 of Mercer-Adam 1891.

lvii.

Scadding, 1966, 261

lviii.

Toronto Historical Board, Heritage Property Report, the John Farr House: 905 Queen Street West, June
1991.

lix.

Toronto Historical Board, Heritage Property Report, The John Cornell House: 899 Queen Street West,
1991.

lx.

Information from the Heritage Report prepared by the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario quoted in the
decision of the Conservation Review Board dated November 25, 1991, regarding the proposed designation
under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act of 899 and 905 Queen Street West, Toronto, page 5.

lxi.

Firth 1962, 16. This document lists the initial allocation of Park Lots to Simcoe's officials.

lxii.

Bull 1984, 72

lxiii.

Bull 1984, 101

lxiv.

Bull 1984, 102

lxv.

Firth 1962, 16, note 50. The official title for the acting Lieutenant Governor was "Administrator".
Firth 1966, 6 note 10

lxvi.

In order to get title, a settler had to clear 20 acres of land and build a house. Records in the Registry Office
show that Smith took title to lot 22 in 1807, so he should have built a house shortly afterwards. From the
letter about a fire in 1806 (Firth, 1962, 103) it is clear that lot 22 was regarded as Smith’s property even
though he had not taken title. There may have been tax or other considerations which prompted men not to
take title.

lxvii.

Martyn 1980, 35
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lxviii.

Firth 1966, 81 n 57 indicates that Duncan Cameron was listed as an inhabitant of York in 1801, so he must
have arrived in 1800. His occupation was given as merchant.

lxix.

Hamalainen et al 1993, Appendix A, provides a summary of Cameron’s various offices.

lxx.

Firth 1962, lxxvi. The population figures do not include the military, so Aeneas Shaw and James Givins
and their families are not included.

lxxi.

See Carol Whitefield and Robert Lochiel Fraser III entry on Macdonell in the Dictionary of Canadian
Biography, vol 2, p520-523.

lxxii.

Thompson 1975, 67

lxxiii.

Thompson 1975, 67-8

lxxiv.

Firth 1962, 191 n67

lxxv.

Firth 1962, xlvi

lxxvi.

Firth 1962, 81, B26 - Forming Flank Companies

lxxvii.

See Pierre Berton, The Invasion of Canada: 1812-1813, Toronto, 1980, pp 240-241. Berton indicates that
Cameron was wounded during the battle, but there is no source given for this information.

lxxviii.. Robert Burns, The First Elite of Toronto: An Examination of the Genesis, Consolidation, and Duration of
Power in an Emerging Colonial Capital (Ph.D. Thesis, University of Western Ontario: 1974) p 130, as
quoted in Hamalainen et al. The Trinity-Bellwoods Archaeology Project: 1992 Season Site Report,
photocopied, 1993, p 18.
lxxix.

Firth 1966, 7

lxxx..

Frederick H. Armstrong, List of Civil and Private Secretaries to the Lieutenant-Governors, in Handbook of
Upper Canada Chronology, Toronto, 1985, p 34

lxxxi.

Incorporation of the Bank of Upper Canada, 59 Geo. III, Cap. 24, April 21, 1821, Statutes of Upper
Canada, PAC.

lxxxii.

There is a picture of Duncan Cameron’s house in Town in the Metro Toronto Reference Library, Photo
T11157.

lxxxiii. Janet Wright, Architecture of the Picturesque in Canada, Ottawa, 1984, provides an excellent introduction
to the Picturesque in Canada. See pages 41 & 98.
lxxxiv. Scadding 1987, 264
lxxxv.

See the anecdote reported in Eleanor Darke, “A mill should be built thereon”, Toronto, 1995, p 48, in
which she reports that munitions from Fort York was transported in flat-bottomed boats up the Don to
Todmorden Mills to keep them from being captured by the Americans in 1813.

lxxxvi. Hamalainen et al 1993, p 19-20
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lxxxvii. See Martyn 1980, 35-40 for information on Gore Vale and its history. Martyn is incorrect when she
suggests Gore Vale was the first house in York with a mansard roof. All the surviving photographs postdate the Bickford renovations. It is possible that Gore Vale was modest country home.
lxxxviii. Martyn 1980, 37 spells his name Forlong. Both Furlong and Forlong were used in records during his
lifetime. The assessment records, the Boulton Atlas, and the call for tenders issued by William Thomas
spell the name Furlong, and as this is the spelling generally used today, this is the spelling I used.
lxxxix. The 1853 assessment record shows Col. James Forlong as the owner of Gore Vale, which indicates that the
had a long term lease on the property, as the ownership rested in Janet Cameron’s estate. Hamalainen et al
1991, 32, is incorrect in suggesting that Henry John Boulton purchased Gore Vale as a gift for his daughter.
The Furlongs had lived at Gore Vale for almost five years when he purchased the estate.
xc.

Eliza Jones was the sister of Judge Jonas Jones, who purchased 10 acres of land at the north-west corner of
Crawford and Queen (see page xxx).

xci.

The assessment records indicates that Col. Furlong was 60 years old in 1854.

xcii.

The tender for builders ran in The Globe on July 5th to 12th, 1856, p.3, - as reported in Hamalainen et al
1993, 21. The authors thanked Steven Otto for directing them to the look for the tender. The tender
indicated that the work was for “...the enlargement of a house, Grove (sic) Vale, the residence of Col
Furlong.” It is impossible to be certain what work Thomas did for the Furlongs, but from the assessment
records it is possible to trace changes in the size of the main house and the addition of ancillary buildings
such as the gate house.

xciii.

Hamalainen at al. 1993, p 22-25

xciv.

Lownsbrough 1980, 106, quotes a letter from Wm. McDougall to Robert Baldwin dated 9 June 1847.

xcv.

Martyn 1980, 37

xcvi.

W.C. Chewett and Co., City of Toronto Directory, Toronto, 1867, p. 101

xcvii.

1. The Star, February 4, 1922, p. 25
2. The Assessment Rolls show a 33% tax reduction because the house was used to billet officers from the
Fort.
3. W.C. Chewett and Co., City of Toronto Directory, Toronto, 1868, & 1869

xcviii.

Hamalainen et al. 1992, p. 35

xcix.

The best information on the Bickford family is found in Hamalainen et al. 1993, pp 25-41. This research
corrects a number of personal details in Snell 1966, such as Bickford’s birth date.

c.

See Snell 1966 for a description of the by-election of 1873.

ci.

N.H. Mika, Farewell to Steam in Canada: Canadian Steam Locomotives in Story and Pictures, 1965, p 62,
as noted in Hamalainen et al. 1993, p 28. Also see: The Encyclopedia of Canada, Vol II, 1935, p269.

cii.

Hamalainen et al. 1993, p 29 n 46. In 1896 it was sold to the Lake Erie and Detroit River Railway.
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ciii.

In January 1870, prior to Bickford buying Gore Vale the assessment record indicates that the house was 2
stories high and measured 57 feet by 49 feet. An 1 storey brick gate house measuring 17 feet by 22 feet is
also noted. In 1875, the assessment records describe Gore Vale after all the renovations were complete: the
main house was described as being 3½ stories high and measuring 40 feet by 54 feet, with a 3 storey wing
measuring 24 feet by 50 feet. In addition there was a greenhouse and a conservatory, and a 1½ storey brick
stable. Evidence that work started immediately is found in the assessment records which show that in
January 1871, the house was 3 stories high and measured 60 feet by 50 feet. The value of the property in
1871 was $15,000 whereas the 1870 value was only $10,000, evidence that $5,000 worth of work had been
done in the first year Bickford owned Gore Vale. By 1875, the value had increased to $26,600,
representing the value of the east wing, the conservatory, the greenhouse, and the enlargement of the
stables.

civ.

Martyn 1980, 39

cv.

Hamalainen et al 1991, 61, reproduces a copy of the 1946 Goad Atlas showing the location of the
emergency houses.

cvi.

Brian Fagan, Bad News From Toronto, Archaeology, January/February 1995, 26-33, provides a brief
description and history of the Archaeological Resource Centre. This was very unfortunate decision, as
excavation is the only way to disentangle the complex construction chronology of Gore Vale.

cvii.

Robertson, vol. 3, 274-6, has a general discussion of toll-gates on Dundas street. The Rececca street story
is part of his description of Dundas street, vol. 6, 745.

cviii.

Michael Cross, The Stormy History of the York Roads, 1833-1865, Ontario History, Vol LIV (1962) No. 1

cix.

A map showing the location of the toll gate is in the Registry Office. It is filed under MR (Military
Reserve) in the Hard Prints.

cx.

W.H. Smith Canada: Past, Present and Future, Toronto, 1851, p 745-6, notes the presence of a toll-gate at
Brockton in 1851. The 1884 Goad Atlas shows a toll gate on Queen street just east of Roncesvalles,
although York County Council agreed to remove it in 1880, (Margaret Laycock & Barbara Myrvold,
Parkdale in Pictures, Toronto, 1991, p. 16).

cxi.

Robertson, 745

cxii.

Dendy 1993, 165

cxiii.

Benn 1993, 119

cxiv.

Steve Otto, Note on the Garrison Common or Garrison Reserve, Toronto, prepared for the Friends of Fort
York, Toronto, Photocopied, 1996, page 4. The ambitious plan was proposed by Grosvenor Railton.

cxv.

Dendy 1993, 168-9. For some unknown reason the 33½ acres on which the Palace was built was
transferred to the City of Toronto in 1858, and later transferred to the Provincial Agricultural Association.

cxvi.

City Archives vertical file, documentation under ‘Parks’.

cxvii.

City Archives vertical file, documentation under ‘Parks’. Henry Butwell, was in charge of brick making at
the Central Prison, Beers & Co. 1907, 124-5. (These bricks were used for the construction of Queen’s
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Park.) Plant & Price made bricks on site of W. Cattle Market, Beers & Co. 1907, 295. George Townsley
has a brickyard at the SW corner of King and Niagara Beers & Co 1907, 575-6.
cxviii.

See Alan Hayes ed., By Grace Co-workers: Building the Anglican diocese of Toronto: 1790-1989, Toronto,
1989, page 48-52 for a summary of the positions taken the supporters of the high-church and the lowchurch.

cxix.

Richardson 1990, 30-31

cxx.

Dendy 1993, 158

cxxi.

This observation was made in the article on the University of Toronto in the Encyclopaedia of Canada,
Toronto, 1937, vol VI page 211

cxxii.

See the article on Wycliffe College in the Encyclopaedia of Canada, Toronto, 1937, vol VI page 382.

cxxiii.

Richardson 1990, 16-17

cxxiv.

Article on the University of Trinity College in the Encyclopaedia of Canada, 1937, Toronto, vol VI, page
214.

cxxv.

The wanderings of St. Hilda’s can be traced in the City Directories.

cxxvi.

THB Inventory

cxxvii. The Provost’s house is not shown on the Boulton Atlas of 1858, but is mentioned by Scadding (Scadding
1987, 261) so it must have been built before 1872.
cxxviii. Scadding 1987, 261
cxxix.

Information about the history of the Givins/Shaw Public School was kindly provided to me in 1994 by Mr.
C. Stever, the school librarian and unofficial archivist. He retired in 1995.

cxxx.

A copy of the minutes of the School Board meeting are in the archives of Givins/Shaw School.

cxxxi.

There is a document in the Givins/Shaw School archives which refers to Col. Givins agreeing in 1848 to the
use of land on Givens lane for a school. The Givins/Shaw school dates their foundation from this gift of
land. There is a problem with this date: Col. Givins died in March 1846, so he could not have made this
offer. It is possible that James Givins’ will granted land for the erection of a public school, and it was not
until 1848 that the school board was officially notified.

cxxxii. The date on the building on the picture is 1876. City Council minutes record an expenditure of $6,906 to
build a school on Givins street; Stewart & Strickland are the architects.
cxxxiii. City Council minutes record an expenditure of $7,418 to enlarge the Givins Street school; WR Strickland is
the architect.
cxxxiv. Firth 1983, 80, gives a brief historical overview of the school. She indicates that the original 1876 school
had four classrooms. The school building shown on the 1884 Goad Atlas shows a square building
consistent with four classrooms. The 1890 Goad Atlas shows the school as being rectangular. A water
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colour of the school done in 1895, and illustrated in Firth 1983, shows a three storey rectangular building
consistent with the 1890 Goad map. I have extrapolated that the 1876 school had two classrooms on the
ground floor and two classrooms on the second floor. The expansion appears to have involved adding a
floor to the school and adding a third bay of classrooms on the south end of the building.
cxxxv. There are plans of the expansion in the Toronto School Board’s Archives. See permit #261, 26 June 1898,
addition to Givins Street School, architect: C.H. Bishop, builder: F. Cannon & Sons, cost: $6,800.
cxxxvi. This biographical sketch is based on Swainson 1969 who should be consulted for an analysis of Crawford’s
political career. Swainson is rather light on Crawford's business ventures; for instance he does not mention
the failure of the Royal Canadian Bank or the Canada Car Company. Finally there is the question of
religion: Swainson (page 225) relying on a newspaper article, indicates that Crawford was an Anglican,
however the Index to the 1871 Census of Ontario: Toronto, published by the Ontario Genealogical Society
indicates that Crawford was a Catholic.
cxxxvii. Austin Thompson, Spadina: A Story of Old Toronto, 1818-1936, Toronto, 1988, page 128. Among the
directors of the Royal Canadian Bank was James ‘California’ Metcalfe (1822-86) who was the M.P. for
York East between 1867 and 1878. Metcalfe was a partner in the firm of Metcalfe, Wilson & Forbes that
built Trinity College in 1851.
cxxxviii. Dendy 1993, 80-81
cxxxix. Information from The Charlton Standard Catalogue of Canadian Bank Notes, 2nd Edition, Toronto, 1989,
page 319
cxl.

See Peter Oliver, “A Terror to Evil-Doers” The Central Prison and the “Criminal Class” in Late
Nineteenth-Century Ontario, in Roger Hall et al, Patterns of the Past, Interpreting Ontario’s History,
Toronto, 1988, pages 206-237.

cxli.

See Ontario Sessional Papers, v. 6, pt. 4, 1874, no. 27, for details of the deal between the government and
the Canada Car Company, and other issues related to the Central Prison.

cxlii.

David Sobel and Susan Meurer, Working at Inglis: The Life and Death of a Canadian Factory, Toronto,
1994, page 18

cxliii.

See Peter Oliver "A Terror to Evil-Doers": The Central Prison and the Criminal Class in late nineteenth
Century Ontario, in Roger Hall et al, Patterns of the Past: Interpreting Ontario's History, Toronto, 1988
The prisoners made bricks for the new legislature building on Queen's Park, and excess bricks were sold to
builders in the City.

cxliv.

see THB Inventory for details.

cxlv.

The solicitor, and a major promoter, of the Trust and Loan Company was John A. Macdonald. See Donald
Creighton, John A. Macdonald: The Young Politician, Toronto, 1952, for details of the connection.
Crawford was a influential tory backbencher when the sale took place, and Macdonald must have known
about, and may have even brokered the deal.

cxlvi.

Swainson 1969, 226
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cxlvii.

Almost without fail, the presidents of new banks and railways were Members of Parliament.

cxlviii. The retiring member was Robert Harrison, a tory, who was a partner in the law firm of Harrison, Osler and
Moss, and a director of the Royal Canadian Bank.
cxlix.

Swainson 1969, 232

cl.

Ontario Sessional Papers, v. 6, pt. 4, 1874, no. 27.

cli.

City Council Minutes, Appendix, item 306
John Ross Robertson mischievously suggests that Crawford street is named after Thomas Crawford, a
drover (Robertson, 519). When Robertson was writing Thomas Crawford was the speaker of the provincial
legislature and a former alderman. For many years Thomas Crawford lived on Givins street, and started in
business as a drover or cattle herder. He later became a successful meat packer, and insurance broker.
Thomas Crawford was a political opponent of Robertson, and the reference to being as drover is intended to
be an insult. I think most people reading Robertson in 1898 knew Crawford street was named after John
Crawford, and they would have easily understood what Robertson intended..
Unfortunately writers such as Arthur 1986, misunderstood Robertson’s political satire and took what he
wrote in Landmarks of Toronto at face value.

clii.

Firth 1966, 261 note 2

cliii.

See Lownsbrough 1980, 73, for a reprinting of William Lyon MacKenzie’s list of the family compact
detailing all the relationships. Jonas Jones is No. 9.

cliv.

Mercer-Adam 1891, 79-80

clv.

Plan D 23 in the Toronto Registry Office. The plan was not registered until August 21, 1862.

clvi.

This table is adapted from Doucet & Weaver 1991, Table 1.1, page 28. Doucet & Weaver’s data appears to
be American, and timing is slightly later in Canada. Additional material on cycles was obtained from
Harris 1996, 133, 134, 137, 172, 181, 182, 187.
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